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About the Center for Science and Society 
The Mission of  the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society is to activate the use of  
science in the creation of  more resilient communities.  

Science Activation goes beyond science communication.  Through The Jones Center’s 
programs, and through Dr. Jones’ uniquely trusted public profile, we leverage partnerships 
and collaboration to engage scientists and policy makers in meaningful interactions.  

!Inspiring commitment from thought-leaders and decision makers; working with 
government agencies, business leaders, and community organizations in a 
position to operationalize resilience action;  

!Creating collaboration, and user-generated solutions and strategies; creating 
integrated approaches at the cross-sector and cross-jurisdictional level; and  

!Effectively communicating the importance of  resilience to the public — our 
ultimate audience as the beneficiary of  stronger, more disaster resilient 
communities.    

The Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society officially formed in 2016 and 
became a 501c3 project of  Community Partners in 2017.   

What We Do 
Working with both public and private sectors, The Jones Center helps communities’ to adapt 
and be resilient to the dynamic changes in the surrounding world. We help scientists become 
better communicators of  their results and help decision-makers understand how they can 
partner with scientists and use results of  scientific studies to make better informed and 
strategic decisions.  

Our Programs encompass four approaches:  

! Promoting Science In Action: We interpret, integrate, and activate 
scientific information to help organizations better understand their 
specific risks and viable approaches to mitigation. 

! Training: We train scientists to better communicate their research in a 
way that promotes user understanding and action. We train decision-
makers and public voices in the public and private sectors to understand 
and use science, then apply that understanding to solutions that will fortify 
their organizations and community. 
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! Knowledge Exchange: We generate innovative solutions to increase 
community resilience by engaging, educating, and empowering community 
members and civic leaders to reduce the unique risks they face. 

! Research and Application: We demonstrate the value of  
interdisciplinary research and its application, especially the impacts 
of  change in the natural environment on urban centers; and the impact of  
human decision-making and communication approaches on the 
understanding of  risk and ways to reduce it. 

Collaboration, Sponsorship and Partnership 
The Jones Center specifically targets collaboration with existing organizations across sectors 
to increase their comprehension of  disaster risks and impacts to their communities; 
demonstrates how these impacts profoundly reflect the interdependency of  our infrastructure 
and society, which is a system of  systems; and works with these partners directly on action 
planning to create disaster and community resilience.  

In 2019, we expanded beyond our original focus on the seismic risk in Southern California  
to engage with communities beyond Southern California and resilience to the growing 
climate crisis, while continuing the partnerships in the local region..  

We are grateful to our past year’s Sponsors, offering us ongoing support for our programs, 
and providing input on the direction and focus of  our efforts. 

! Founding Gold Sponsor:  Simpson Strong Tie 
! Founding Silver Sponsor: Southern California Gas Company  
! Silver Sponsor: City of  Los Angeles Department of  Water and Power 

We are grateful for the financial and in-kind support for The Jones Center’s operations, 
initiatives and programs.   

! Annenberg Foundation 
! Southern California Edison  
! Safe-T-Proof  
! Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield  

With the support of  key Partnerships, the Jones Center has been able to launch and 
expand projects that advance the mission of  the Center and that of  its partners: 

! California Institute of  Technology 
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! Natural History Museum of  Los Angeles County 
! California Earthquake Authority  
! University of  Oregon 
! Southern California Grantmakers 
! Los Angeles County Fire Department 
! Consul General of  Mexico in Los Angeles 
! American  Geophysical Union 
! City of  Huntington Park 

We couldn’t do this work without the support and advice of  our Advisory 
Committee:  
▪ Chris Terzich is a Senior Vice President, Enterprise Incident Manager at 

Wells Fargo & Co..  He also chairs the Regional Consortium Coordinating 
Council (RC3), which is one of  three Department of  Homeland Security 
partnership councils established in the National Infrastructure Protection 
Plan.  

▪ Andrea Davis is the Director of  Global Crisis Management and Business 
Continuity for the Walt Disney Company, and is a Leader of  Change, 
Specializing in Brand Management, Humanitarian Recovery & Crisis 
Communications. 

▪ Marissa Aho is the Chief  Resilience Officer for the City of  Houston.  She is 
also the AICP Commissioner, Region VI, with the American Planning 
Association 

▪ Dr. James Goltz is a social scientist and Visiting Professor at the University of  
Kyoto, Japan.  He was previously the Earthquake and Tsunami Program 
Manager for the California Governor’s Office of  Emergency Services.   
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2019 Accomplishments of The Jones Center 

Engagement, Empowerment, and Training 
The Jones Center continued to work with partners that want to bring science into their 
communities and support them in using the information. 

Science Activation Training 

Many young scientists want to be 
more engaged with policy makers 
and communities.  In light of  the 
climate crisis overtaking our 
world, it is critical that scientists 
learn how to collaborate in 
meaningful ways with policy 
m a k e r s a t a l l l e v e l s o f  
governments.  The Jones Center 
created and conducted two 
workshops in partnership with 
Caltech for graduate students and 
post-doctoral scholars to develop 
their capacity to work with 
policymakers. The workshop 
included: 1) an exploration of  
c u l t u r a l n o r m s f o r 
communicat ion wi th in the 
scientific community and how 
that differs from the research-
based recommendations for 
communicating with non-specialists, 2) an examination of  governmental structures for policy 
making and the functioning of  elected officials’ offices, 3) development of  presentations for 
state and federal elected officials about scientific policy questions and 4) a day with legislative 
staff  of  elected officials to make the presentation and hear from them about their perception 
of  the role of  science in government decision making.. Two  week-long workshops were held 
in the winter and summer of  2019. 

Engaging the Arts in the Climate Crisis 

The lack of  action to address the climate crisis in the face of  the overwhelming scientific 
evidence that human activities are causing the changes demonstrates that engagement and 

A panel of  district staff  members from state and 
federal elected officials in Southern California at 
the Science Activation Workshop at the California 
Institute of  Technology.



Page 6

empowerment sometimes require more than simply understanding the problem.  The scale 
of  the climate crisis and the inefficacy of  individual action to address it create an emotional 

response that inhibits action.  Dr. Jones is engaging with the artistic community to explore 
ways in which the arts can engage with the science to increase action. 

Dr. Jones composed a piece of  music for a viol ensemble where the data on global 
temperature increase has been converted into a musical line and used as the basis of  the 
composition. The Center commissioned a visual animation of  the same data from Prof. 
Ming Tai, head of  animation at the Art Center College of  Design. These two works 
premiered at the Los Angeles Natural History Museum on February 1, 2019, and released 
through YouTube (https://youtu.be/4plSXjcjxVA). Reviews in both Popular Science and 
Classic FM have led to 40,000 views. The New York-based ensemble, Parthenia Viols, 
performed the piece in the closing concert for the exhibition Artists Need to Create on the 
Same Scale that Society Has the Capacity to Destroy: Mare Nostrum, a Collateral Event of  
the 2019 Venice Biennale, in Venice Italy in November 2019. 

National Science Activation Symposium 

On June 25, 2019, the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society, in partnership with 
the American Geophysical Union, hosted the National Science Activation Symposium with 
at the California Endowment in Los Angeles. the day-long event in Downtown Los Angeles 

https://youtu.be/4plSXjcjxVA
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featured keynotes and presentations by noted experts in media, policy, and science, including 
California Secretary of  State, Alex Padilla. The event was structured to be interactive as 
attendees were tasked 
with working with their 
table on key discussion 
points in a modified 
wo rk s h o p f o r m a t . 
Attendees le f t the 
symposium with tools 
a n d s t r a t e g i e s t o 
approach engaging 
with policy makers and 
activate their science. 
They also gained the 
tools to begin refining 
s u b j e c t a r e a t o 
empower them to 
further connect with 
the larger society. 
Finally, the symposium 
guided attendees in 
under s tanding the 
cultural norms and 
b r i d g i n g t h e 
differences between the 
science culture and 
policy in order to make 
c h a n g e i n o u r 
communities . 

Disaster Resilient Cities Initiative 

We had the opportunity this year to expand beyond California when Dr. Jones held the 
Wayne More Professorship of  Politics and Law at the University of  Oregon for 2019. Lane 
County in Oregon includes the city of  Eugene, OR and the University and has about 
350,000 residents. As part of  Dr. Jones’s work at the University, the Lane Regional Resiliency 
Collaborative was begun to bring together all the jurisdictions in Lane County to increase 
pre-event hazard mitigation and collaborative planning. 

Dr. Jones and John Bwarie worked with the Lane County and University of  Oregon 
planners to develop two workshops, based on the successful programs developed for 
Southern California.  Dr. Jones co-led these workshops during her stay in Oregon to initiate 
the Resiliency Collaborative.  The work is continuing with a partnership of  the Policy Lab at 

A panel discussion on science in the media with Jacob 
Margolis, Science Reporter, Southern California Public 
Radio, Rosanna Xia, Environment Reporter covering the CA 
coast, Los Angeles Times, Hanna Maxfield, Director of  
Digital Operations, ABC7
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the University of  Oregon. For more details, see https://www.lanecounty.org/government/
c o u n t y _ d e p a r t m e n t s / l a n e _ c o u n t y _ e m e r g e n c y _ m a n a g e m e n t /
lane_regional_resiliency_collaborative. 

Knowledge Exchange 
In 2019, The Jones Center focused on expanding knowledge with key leaders and decision-
makers about the what is needed at the nexus of  ‘Science and Society’. This took multiple 
forms to reach various, targeted audiences. 

Future of Resilience 

At the 2019 ShakeOut, The Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society hosted the 
second Future of  Resilience event, co-hosted by Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield. The evening 
welcomed 100 leaders from across California and around the country to share ideas and 
connect over the issues of  resilience to natural hazards. 

The event was held at Westfield’s Century City Mall event space in Los Angeles featured a 
panel with L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti, LA County Fire Chief  Daryl Osby, LA County 
Economic Development CEO Bill Allen, and Dr. Lucy Jones. The panel focused on the 

Panel discussion at the January 2019 Future of  Resilience

https://www.lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/lane_county_emergency_management/lane_regional_resiliency_collaborative
https://www.lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/lane_county_emergency_management/lane_regional_resiliency_collaborative
https://www.lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/lane_county_emergency_management/lane_regional_resiliency_collaborative
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issues society must grapple with to be resilient in the face of  the natural disasters, especially 
as climate crisis exacerbates the risk to many communities. The conversation focused on how 
to work across sectors to address the increase in extreme events that are impacting our 
society. This was the first of  many conversations that The Jones Center plans to continue 
having because resilience is built where the public and private sectors work together. 

Intersection Series 

The Intersection Series brings together 
leaders from different sectors to work 
towards bui ld ing more res i l ient 
communities. Each lunch for 50 to 75 
leaders creates a space for gaining 
insights and sparking collaboration for 
action. Dr. Jones sits down in deep 
conversation with her guest, followed by 
a discussion with those in attendance.  

This year, the Intersection Lunch 
featured Jimmy Cho, Chief  Operating 
Officer of  Southern California Gas 
Company, hosted by SoCal Gas at their 
headquarters in Los Angeles.  Topics 
ranged from seismic safety of  pipeline 
systems to the transitional uses of  natural 
gas in the future of  the climate crisis. 

Promoting Science in Action 
As The Jones Center grows, we are advancing the ways science can be used to create more 
resilient communities. Science by itself  cannot improve society - its products need to be used 
in making better decisions. In 2019, his took many forms to reach various, targeted 
audiences. 

“Seven Steps to Community Resilience” 

In 2018 and 2019, with funding from Southern California Edison, The Jones Center 
developed the materials for the “7 Steps to Community Resilience,” a program aimed at 
community organizations, including nonprofits and faith-based organizations. Most 
resilience efforts are targeted at individuals, but research has shown that one of  the most 

Jimmy Cho and Lucy Jones at SoCal Gas
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important factors is a community's resilience is its social capital - or the degree to which its 
members are connected with each other.  

In partnership with the Mexican Consulate and the City of  Huntington Park, we are piloting 
an implementation of  this program with a group of  churches and non-profits. We will work 
with a cohort of  community and faith-based organizations in Huntington Park to help them 
be better prepared for future natural disasters so that they can be nuclei for recovery in the 
broader community. Research shows 
that a key element in recovery after 
disasters is the degree of  social 
capital within the community. 
People and communities with more 
connections between people have 
more resources to rebuild their lives 
and more reasons to stay in the 
damaged community.  Second, the 
organizations themselves can be the 
nuclei of  recovery, that will 
encourage people to stay in the 
community.  

The kickoff  meeting was held in 
November, 2019 at the Huntington 
Park City Hall, and the first meeting 
of  the nonprofit cohort was January 
9, 2020. 

California Seismic Risk Communication Initiative 

The Jones Center partnered with the California Earthquake Authority (CEA) to conduct 
“California Seismic Risk Communication Initiative.” The purpose of  this year-long program 
is to empower those delivering messages around earthquake risk and recovery to use the best 
tools and approaches to instigate actions by decision-makers in households and communities. 
This initiative included working to develop and refine targeted messages, coordinating with 
media, and developing materials to advance the effort. 

Media and Public Engagement 

Part of  the work of  The Jones Center is creating and responding to media opportunities, 
both traditional and online.  Dr. Jones engaged with over 132,000 Twitter followers, sharing 
the strategically crafted Center posts with her followers to help them understand the science 
of  disasters and surrounding data and facts. In addition to her other speaking engagements, 

Chief  Daryl Osby of  the Los Angeles County 
Fire Department speaking at the kickoff  
meeting for the Community Resilience pilot in 
Huntington Park.
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Dr. Jones speaks with audiences on behalf  of  The Jones Center to further its objectives. 
Selected highlights in 2018 include: 

• American Association for the Advancement of  Science Keynote at Annual 
Conference, February 2019 

• Freakonomics Live, Los Angeles, May 8, 2019 
• Los Angeles Times, July 8, 2019: “Lucy Jones did’t feel the 7.1 earthquake but 

helped the world understand it” 
• The New York Times, July 10, 2019: “They Call Her ‘the Beyonce of  

Earthquakes’: An Interview with Lucy Jones” 
• Los Angeles Daily News, July 14, 2019: “We Love Lucy…Jones” 
• Wired, September 9, 2019: “Seismologist Explains How to Prepare for a Massive 

Earthquake” 
• Disaster Safety Town Hall with Representative Katie Porter, Irvine, CA 

Looking Ahead to 2020 and Beyond 
The Jones Center will continue to embrace new opportunities as they come available. New 
opportunities are being pursued with several partners and existing programs are continuing. 
In addition, the following specific programs are getting underway. 

Science Activation Workshops 

The Jones Center, after partnering with the American Geophysical Union, the largest 
professional association of  earth scientists, to put on the 2019 National Science Activation 
Symposium, will be conducting a 3-day workshop as part of  AGU’s 2020 Ocean Science 
Meeting.  We will evaluate the effectiveness of  the workshops in this forum and explore 
options for working with AGU and other professional organizations. We are working now to 
secure funding to expand the opportunities to present these workshops. 

Community Resilience Building 

2019 saw the development of the materials and training program for 7 Steps to Community 
Resilience. The next phase is the implementation pilot that will be completed in early 2020 
in Huntington Park. .This pilot implementation will involve more time from The Center as 
we analyze the program, get feedback on what is working and what isn’t, and then 
incorporate the feedback from the participants into the final product. With a detailed 
analysis, we look to secure further funding to implement the program in other communities.  

https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-earthquake-preparedness-forum-20190708-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/us/california-earthquake-lucy-jones.html
https://www.dailynews.com/2019/07/14/we-love-lucy-jones-doug-mcintyre/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9L0yEsseUtc
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Disaster Resilience for Small Businesses 

The Dr. Lucy Jones Center is working to create a pilot Small Business Resilience program 
targeting micro-communities of  shopping centers and block faces, where many retail 
businesses exist. Small businesses are often hardest hit after a natural disaster and don't 
usually have the resources or information to bounce back. We will engage them on the risk 
of  the disaster they might face and what they can do about it. The engagement will be 
designed to reveal the risk and impact a small business might face, and then provide tools 
they might use to take the first step in combating that impact. The program will be rolled out 
with partners like local chambers, neighborhood associations, and other interest groups that 
have a leadership role in a specific business community.  We are looking to funding being 
secured in early 2020. 

Climate Crisis Communication 

Many of  the resilience messages developed in the earthquake arena have application to the 
climate crisis. We will continue to explore opportunities to improve communication and 
engage policy makers on issues around climate change. 
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The People behind The Dr. Lucy Jones Center 
for Science and Society 
The Jones Center was conceived by Dr. Lucy Jones after more than three decades of  public 
service as a seismologist with the US Geological Survey.  With a Bachelor of  Arts in Chinese 
Language and Literature from Brown University and a Ph.D. in Geophysics from MIT, Dr. 
Jones has been active in earthquake research for decades, furthering earthquake risk 
reduction through seismological research and integrated disaster scenarios, including 33 
years of  federal service with the US Geological Survey where she ultimately served as 
Science Advisor for Risk Reduction. Her work at the USGS included leading the creation of  
a national science strategy for natural hazards research, creating the first American major 
earthquake drill, the Great ShakeOut, and writing over 120 published papers on statistical 
seismology and integrated disaster scenarios. Her pioneering science was recognized with the 
Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal (one of  just eight awarded to federal 
employees in 2015), the 2015 Ambassador Award and the 2018 Gilbert White Award, both 
from the American Geophysical Union, the William Rodgers Distinguished Alumni Award 
from Brown University, the 2019 Frank Press Public Service Award from the Seismological 
Society of  America and most recently, Leadership California 2019 Community Leader 
Award. 

Dr. Jones is joined by three colleagues who first collaborated in creating the first ShakeOut 
drill in 2008, which is now an annual with tens of  millions global participants, that 
revolutionized the approach to public preparedness and engendered a movement to educate 
all sectors of  the public about their earthquake.   

! John Bwarie has 18 years engaging with communities, crafting messages, 
and delivering results in support of  resilience and the use of  expert 
information in decision-making. John spent ten years as community liaison for 
elected officials and consults with scientific organizations working to improve 
their outreach and communication with the larger community.  

! Kate Long has spent two decades in emergency management, working in 
preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation for FEMA, Los Angeles 
Mayor’s Office, and most recently serving as the Earthquake & Tsunami 
Program Officer for the State of  California Governor’s Office of  Emergency 
Services. Kate was a driving force for the creation of  the Earthquake Country 
Alliance and started her career as a film producer in Hollywood.  

! Ines Pearce has spent 26 years in emergency management and building 
extensive public-private partnerships, most notably as Director of  Project 
Impact for the City of  Seattle. Having represented the World Economic 
Forum at the United Nations, as well as the U.S. Chamber of  Commerce 
Foundation, Pearce is an internationally recognized expert in the field.   
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In addition, two interns are working with us to create the pilot project. Isabela Lovelace is 
a senior at Brown University pursuing a dual major in geology and visual arts. John 
Duncan is a candidate for Masters in Public Health in Disaster Health at Azusa Pacific 
University. They will be helping create the final products and conducting analyses of  the 
outcomes and success of  the strategies. 

Who We Serve 

Resilience to natural disasters and climate change impacts our society as a whole, and the 
activation of  science to build disaster-resistant communities requires action at the societal 
level.  For this reason, The Jones Center seeks to impact public policy and support broad 
cultural paradigm shift. At the same time, we recognize and respond to the additional risk 
faced by already vulnerable and under-resourced populations. Our approach rests on the key 
importance of  community interdependence from the local to national levels.  Our activities 
target this interdependence at public policy, media communication, community and 
organizational levels.   

Special Implementation Focus on Under-Resourced Communities:  Where Jones 
Center programs - such as 7 Steps to Community Resilience - are designed to impact 
resilience at the community  level, our implementation priorities will be in service to 
disadvantaged communities where the population are more likely to live in vulnerable 
housing, have fewer resources and contingency opportunities, and are therefore more likely 
to suffer greater losses in a disaster and to have less capacity to recover. 
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